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0 «62l*5Z Mar 76 

PH AHEMdASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMHEDIATE 4«6F 

SUENOS AIRES 1751 ' 

TARS! PINT » PPOR , AR, US g! 

SUBJECT! AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION wITH ADMIRAL MaSSERA 
FOR ASST SEC ROGERS FROM AMB HILL 

1., ACCOMPANIED BY POL COUNS I HAD COFFEE TODAY WITH alEXAnORO 
SHAW, PRES OP BANCO vSHAW, AOMIRAL MASSERA, COMMaNQEK IN CHIEF 
OF THE NAVY, HAS ALSO THERE. MASSERA SOUGHT OPPORTUNITY TO 
SPEAK PRIVATELY WITH ME ANE POL COUNS, HE SAID THAT IT WA$ NO 
SECRET THAT MILITARY MIGHT HAVE TO STEP INTO POLITICAL VACUUM 
VERY SOON, THEY OIO NOT WANT 'TO DO SO BUT AT THIS POINT CHOICES 
SEEM TO BE BETWEEN MILITARY INTERVENTION AND TOTAL CHAOS 
LEADING ' TO DESTRUCTION OF THE ARGENTINE STATE. MASSERA SAID 
HE OIO NOT WANT TQ DISCUSS POSSIBLE INTERVENTION AS H£ wAS 
SURE I *0ULD REGARO IT AS DIPLOMATICALLY INCORRECT. HOWEVER , 

HE SAID, HE OIO WISH TO APPROACH ME AS A FRIENO TO SAy THAT 
MILITARY WERE TERRIBLY CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR PUBLIC RELATIONS 
IN THE US SHOULD THEY HaVE TO INTERVENE, HE ADMITTED THAT 
MILITARY WERE INEXPERIENCED IN TERMS CF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PROBLEMS IN ARGENTINA, MUCH LESS IN Th€ US, AND HE ASKED 
IF I COULD INDICATE TO HIM ONE OR TwO REPUTABLE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
FIRMS IN THE US WHICH MIGnT H 4 NDLE THE PROBLEM FOR AFUTU*E 
MILITARY GOVT, 

P. I EMPHASIZED THAT USG COULD NOT IN ANY WaY BECOME INVOLVED 
IN ARGENTINE INTERNAL AFFAIRS, I SAID ThAT wHJLE I COULD NOT 
GIVE ANY SUCH ADVICE AS HE HAD REQUESTED, I CUUlD QUITF PROPFRLY 
make AVAILABLE TO HIM THE LIST of PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRMS AVAILABLE 
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In TWE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL LIBRARY . MASSERA INDICATED THaT 
would BE FINE AND THAT he would appreciate RECEIVING SUCH A 
LIST "WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS", 

3, MASSERA said MILITARY r.:FRE FULLY AhARE OF TH£ NEED TO 

avoid human, rights problems should they have to take power. 

HE SAID ARGENTINE- MILITARY INTERVENTION IF IT COMES WILL NOT 
FOLLOW THE LINES OF THE PINOCHET TAKEOVER In CHILE. RATHER, 

HE 4AID, THEY WILL TRY TO PROCEED WITHIN THE L A w AND WITH FULL 
RESECT P QR HUMAN RIGHTS. THIS DID NOT MEAN, hE SAID, THULJY# 

WQT OT I# 

I.L v RFESS The WAR; AGAINST THE TERRORISTS; on 1 HE 
CONTRARY, THEY INTENDED TO STEP UP THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM 
and subversion, but they woulq do so within the law. they had 
N y INTENTION OF RESORTING TO VIGILANTE-TYPE ACTIVITIES, Taking 
EX T $ A-L fcGAL REPRISALS OR OF TAKING ACTION AGAINST UNINVOLVFQ 
CHILIANS, #UTSSYNGYwUPKU 0EE CINCS HAVE TO MOVfc, HE SAID, 

their .intention is to do so in the most ‘'democratic” and moderate 
manner POSSIBLE. HE NOTED THAT they ARE HAVING SOME DIFFICULTIES 
RESTRAINING hot heads, BUT EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WOULD 
BE ABLE TO 00 SO. 

4, MASSERA SAID H£ HESITATED TO RAISF. SUBJECT WITH ME BuT THAT 

AT same time he wished TO ASSURE me and reps of other govts 
that if military feel called upon to move they will not harm 

HRS. PERON. HE SAID THIS WAS A KNOTTY PROBLEM BuT THAT T H E 
THINKING OF The three CINCS AT THE MOMENT WAS that PROBABLY 
REST THING would BE THAT MRS . P£»ON -SIMPLY LEAVt THE COUNTRY. 

ON Tut OTHFW hand, THERE wFRF MANY wtthin THE MILITARY WHO 
WISHED TO TaK£ STRONGER ACTION AGAINST hES„ A PuSSlbLE COMPROMISE 
SOI.TUIOn HOULO BE TO DETAIN H£R IN ARGENTINA ON MARTIN GARCIA 
ISLAND OR in SOMF. MILITARY resort arfa such as aSCOCHINGA 
until Such time as final determination as to her futurf could 
BE MADE. 

«. COMMENT; AOMIRAL MASSERA was VERY CORRECT THROUGHPUT ThF 
CONVERSATION, he SCRUPULOUSLY PLACED ALL HIS COMMENTS In THE 
CONDITIONAL tense, and SEVERAL TIMES EMPHASIZED ThAT RF 
WAS ONLY SPEAKING OF HYPOTHETICAL POSSIBILITIES. NONFTHELESS, 

POL COUNS AND I HAO DISTINCT I*pp£S3IUN THAT MASSERA wAS 
TALKING AbOuT A COUP wHJCn WILL PROBABLY COME WIThIN THE 
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NeXT PEw UAYS, POSSIBLY EVEN 3EFDRE THE WEEKEND. 

7. ny plans: i have planned and have reservations to depart 

ARGENT TnA TmF EVENING OF MAR 17, SH{jULO T CANCEl THtSE FLAMS 
NOW A NO COUP SHQULO Ta*E PLACE ON, SAT MAR 18, T H AT NIGHT 
RE TAKEN OY N AN y AS PROOF TM 4 T RE HAD PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF 
MILITARY ACTION. FURTHER ». IT MTGHT BE ALLEGED ThAT I HAD 
CANCELLED PLANS ANO STAYED HERE TO HELP DIRECT THE COUP, 

I THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT IT TS IN THE BEST INTEREST CF THE USG 
SThAT I PROCEED WITH MY PLANS AS THOUGH HE HAD NO FOREWARNING. 

TO BE SURE t EVERY NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE IS NOW SPECULATING 
THAT THE GOLPE MAY COME SHORTLY, 

BUT That IS ONLY HEARSAY. THE FACT THAT I WOULD BE OUT OF 
THE COUNTRY when THE BLOW ACTUALLY FALLS would BE, I BELIEVE, 

A FACT IN OUR FAVOR INDICATING NONlNVQL VEMENT OF EMBASSY AND USG. 
HENCE, I INTEND TO DEPART ON SCHEDULE. I AM, HOWEVER, CHANGING 
MY PLANS AND WILL ElY FROM MIAMI TO WASHINGTON. I SHOULD 
ARRIVE THERE SY NOON MAR 19, AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CON- 
SULATIOnS That AFTERNOON ANO THE MORNING of the 2&Th IF YOU 
SO DESIRE ANO LONGER IF NECESSARY. 

HILL 

NOTE BY OC/Tt BUENOS AIRES 1751 *PARA 3, AS RECEIVED, CORRECTION 
TO follow. 
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